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MEDIA ADVISORY

SENATE HEARING TO ADDRESS IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE
AGREEMENTS ON STATE’S ABILITY TO ENACT BIOTECHNOLOGY LAWS

WHAT: Senate Select Committee on International Trade Policy and State Legislation hearing,
“Biotechnology, International Trade Agreements and the Risks to California Legislative
Power.”

WHO: Farmers, farmworker and consumer advocates, trade experts and representatives from the
biotechnology industry.

WHEN: Tuesday, June 24, 2003; 1:00 to 3:30 p.m.

WHERE: California State Capitol Room 3191

WHY: The hearing coincides with the Senate Office of Research’s recently released study on
biotechnology, the June 23-25 Ministerial Conference and Expo on Agricultural Science and
Technology, and the recent U.S. initiation of a World Trade Organization (WTO) trade
dispute against the European Union (EU) challenging the EU’s temporary moratorium on
imports of genetically modified organism (GMO) crops.   

It will address questions as: Could the U.S.’s case trigger a retaliatory case that could affect
precautionary measures adopted by California and other states?  Can trade negotiations
impact California laws on labeling, agricultural markets and consumer protection?  Is it in the
best interest of California’s unique agricultural export economy to increase the use of GMOs
when a growing number of countries have imposed restrictions on the importation of GMO
crops due to public health concerns?      
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